Impact on hospitalization rates as a result of the implementation of a care programme for severe asthma patients in Espirito Santo, Brazil 
Background
To assess the rate of hospitalization before and after actions taken in the care of severe asthma patients receiving treatment through the Unified Health System.
Methods
From 2003 
Results
In the period from 2004 to 2013, 2.600 patients with severe asthma were enrolled in the program and had access to treatment. Of these, 209 (13%) required 1.600 mcg of budesonide for asthma control and 43 (1.6%) were diagnosed with difficult to control asthma and initiated anti-IgE therapy with omalizumab. Over time there was a decreasing trend in the rate and percentage of hospitalizations for asthma. There was a 72% reduction in hospitalization rates 
Conclusions
The implementation of a program for severe asthma patients has allowed access to specialized care and provided medications for all steps of the treatment of asthma. The actions taken have resulted in a reduction in the rate and percentage of asthma related hospitalization.
